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B uilt between 1876 and 1880, this chapel in the Gothic Revival style was designed by architect James Peacock Sims, and 

expanded in 1892 according to the designs of architect Frank Furness. Set discretely in the context of mid-19th-century 

rowhouses in Philadelphia, the scale and rhythm of the façade complements its neighbors and presents a subtle surprise 

within the traditional streetscape.  

 

T he guiding principle was to preserve the building’s distinctive exterior and interior architectural character while carefully 

introducing key elements in support of the transition to residential use, with expansive and private outdoor space in the heart 

of the city. The exterior façade with gothic window and door openings, patterned brickwork, decorative wood detailing, and 

Left: The nave 

(looking east), with 

its soaring trussed 

wood ceiling, 

painted brick walls, 

and leaded glass 

windows, naturally 

become the primary 

gathering place. 

 

 

 

Right: An existing 

The organ was removed, the two sets of 

painted organ pipes were carefully restored The chancel was transformed into a two-level library, partially screened 

from the nave on the lower level by the addition of a custom concrete-clad 



Details of the glass pavilion include expansive window openings and integrated motorized shades 

Secondary spaces such as the kitchen, with a breakfast area within a glass pavilion, bedrooms and related functions, all views 




